


HOW TO BLEND PAPERS 
Hello and happy Tuesday!  I wanted to show you a couple of ways that you can blend papers together... 

enabling you to stretch your stash just a little bit more.  Method one is a little bit easier, can be a little bit cleaner, 
and works exactly like creating Realistic Typeface on your layout. Method two is more customizable in that it uses 

brushes, so the results are widely varying. Method 3 is the "destructive" version of Method 2, and should only be 
used if you are using PSE without layer mask capability. 
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And a polka dotted paper on top: 
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METHOD ONE (FOR PS USERS ONLY)
Right click on the top paper and click on Blending Options: 
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When you're happy with the end result, click the OK button and you're done! 
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Here's one that's a little more messier with 3 papers blended together: 
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METHOD TWO (FOR PSE USERS WITH LAYER MASK CAPABILITY)
This method gives you a completely different look that you can personalize with your own preferences. 
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Click on Layer > Layer Mask > Reveal All 

Quickhpo,t,.PNG-8 Sliitt•Clrt• 

hportA, 

Ren,meU)'er 

loyerStyle 

NewfillU)'er 

NewAdju,tmentlr;er 

U)'erConlentOpliom;, .. 

Cre,teClippingM,sk 

5m,rt0bjecl< 

Videoloye" 

Newl,yerBnedS.lice 

Arr,nge 

CombineS�,p,e, 

lockloye" 

Linkt..yen. 

S.lectlinkedt..ye" 

Merge Down 

MMfii 

Apply 

0 

0 

0 

• 

• 

• 

• 

.. 
• 

• 

•





You can also play with opacity and different brushes: 
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I tapped on the layer mask here with brush #2020 at 58% opacity: 
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Just go around the paper, hiding bits and pieces of the top paper with your brush choice(s) 
until you're happy with the end result: 
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I used several different brushes from the set on mine so the brush pattern is more random. 
The brush or brushes you use are totally up to you and depend on the look you want to end up with. If you want 

a grungy/shabby/artsy paper in the end, choose a grungy/shabby/artsy brush or brush set. You can change the 
opacity & size of the brush you're using as well as rotate the brush, 

so the possibilities are only limited by you! 
Happy blending! 

METHOD 3 (PSE Users Without Layer Mask Capabilities)

This method works the same way for those that use Layer Masks, but it's considered 
"destructive", so don't save over your original files - work with a copy. After you've 
stacked papers together onto one document, click on your eraser tool and load a 

brush set

You can change the size and opacity of 
the brush(es) you pick to your liking

Then start erasing parts of 
your top paper by tapping the 

eraser brush:

When you're done, click on the 
middle paper and do the same 

thing:

If you mess up, you'll have to hit the undo button - that's where layer masks come in handy ;)  If your PSE doesn't 
have a layer mask setting, then you can try this action, but I don't know if it will work for the earlier versions (I 

tested it in PSE 13 and it works, but 13 has layer mask capabilities, so I'm not sure!)

Create Layer Masks in PSE action <<<< clickable link!

https://pickleberrypop.com/tutorials/2019PDF/DLs/jy_PSElayermask.zip
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