LINKING ELEMENTS TOGETHER
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LINKING ELEMENTS TOGETHER

This tutorial will teach you how to overlap elements and realistically “link” them together.
You need to know how to separate shadows from elements (or you can add your shadows after everything is said and done)
If you don't know how to do that, here’s a quickie tut...
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for PSE users (this may not work for the latest versions): double click on the “fx” button to open your styles dialog box

move the distance slider so that the shadow moves across the page and shows as
being completely separate from the element:
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right click on the layer in the layer palette and click on “Simplify Layer”
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Lasso your element — make sure you don’t have anything else lassoed!
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Click to select the shadow in the layer palette and move it back under your element where you want it:

Repeat for your other element!
Now that that's done, we can link the elements...
Move the two elements so that they overlap where you want them to overlap.
I'm using two hearts from my In a Heartbeat collection for this:

This is what you should have in your layer palette now... the 2 elements with their shadows on separate layers:

locki B G TY @ R0

Layer 25 Drop Shadow (1

With the top element selected in the layer palette, CTRL-CLICK on the bottom element in the layer palette.
In my case, | have the pink heart selected in the palette and have CTRL-CLICK'd on the black heart in the palette.

The shadowed part of that element is still showing, so click to select the shadow layer for
the top element and erase that little bit of shadow out too:
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Now there is a missing shadow on the pink heart. If it was a “real” element,
the black heart would be shadowing this little bit of the pink heart:
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To make that happen here, duplicate the bottom element’s shadow layer:
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And move the duplicated shadow to the top of the palette:
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and clip it to the top element:
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